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INSTRUCTIONAL GOAL
After completing this e-learning module the learners; will be able to describe the Electoral College, if
they think we still need it today, and why we should keep or eliminate it.

PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES
Constitutional Basis for the Electoral College
Using the United States Constitution, the learner will be able to summarize the basis for the Electoral
College with a minimum quiz score of 70%

How the Electoral College Operates
Using the content from this course, the learner will describe how the Electoral College operates with a
minimum quiz score of 70%.

Eliminating the Electoral College
Using the content from this course, the learner will be able to defend the reasons for keeping and/or
eliminating the Electoral College with a minimum quiz score of 70% and a discussion forum.

LEARNER ANALYSIS
The intended audience of this e-learning module are voters who every four years have trouble understanding why
270 Electoral College voters, and not, as in 2020 the over 140 million voters, determine who the President will
be. Particularly, as has happened five times in the past, the 270 people elect someone who did not win the
popular vote. According to the Washington Monthly (July 2020) polls show as many as 81% of Americans
support eliminating the Electoral College in favor or the national popular vote. Harvard historian, Alexander
Keyssar, has identified over 1000 efforts to reverse or abolish the electoral college. All have failed in part
because a constitutional amendment is intentionally difficult to pass, requiring supermajorities in both branches
of Congress and the state legislatures, and because different interest groups have mobilized over the years to
oppose change for partisan reasons.

Prerequisite skills
Learners must be able to follow instructions and have low level computer skills, such as the ability to
navigate the Learning Management System using a web browser and basic email features.

Prior Knowledge of the Subject
This course assumes that the learner has no prior knowledge about how and why the Electoral
College elects the President.
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Content and Delivery System
Content will include text, discussion forum, video, images, and audio. The course will be delivered via
a web site. This course is recommended for students seeking autonomy.

Learner Motivation
I have spoken on and about this topic with learners for years. The learners have been intrinsically
motivated to understand the Electoral College and how it operates. Because one of the most frequent
questions people ask is how we can eliminate it, they express appreciation when I refer them to
www.nationalpopularvote.com, who are 74 electoral votes away from the 270 votes they need to
eliminate the Electoral College. Others ask me about how they can become an elector in the Electoral
College. I have found no employment or financial gain to be had from this course. Because they a
motivated to learn for personal reasons there will be learning activities to help the learner better
understand the information, but there is no need for activities to increase interest or intrinsic
motivation.

Learners’ Educational Background & Ability
This course requires the ability to read and comprehend English at a 9th grade level.

Learners’ Preferences & Learning Style
This course is intended for learners who prefer self-study and the Solitary Learning style because it is
an asynchronous that is taught through documentation, storytelling, and discussion form. There will
be a video and lots of images to help Auditory and Visual learners.

CONTENT ANALYSIS
This course is not designed for professional advantage. It is for those seeking knowledge and
understanding. It is a web-based course that runs on any browser and can be taken on a smartphone,
tablet or computer the supports audio and video.

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY & USABILITY
•
•
•

All content is available through the web site.
The learner will master the Performance Objectives by reading the lesson content, watching a
video and will apply that knowledge by participating in a discussion forum and taking a quiz.
This object can be reused because
1. The web structure is fully developed, and the content can be changed to create a new
learning object.
2. The discussion topic can be changed by replacing the article and changing the
questions
3. The structure for the quiz can be reused by changing the questions
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Assessment of Learning Outcomes
PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVE

Summarize the Constitutional Basis for
the Electoral College

Describe How the Electoral College
Operates

Defend Eliminating or Keeping the
Electoral College

ASSESSMENT

•

Quiz consisting of true/false,
multiple choice and matching

•

Demonstrate mastery with a
minimum grade of 70%

•

Quiz consisting of true/false,
multiple choice and matching

•

Demonstrate mastery with a
minimum grade of 70%

•

Quiz consisting of true/false,
multiple choice and matching

•

Participate in discussion forum

•

Demonstrate mastery with a
minimum grade of 70%

TIMELINE & BUDGET
Budget
The budget for this project is the time it takes to be completed. I already own all the tools necessary to
build the project. The website will be hosted under one of the sites that I already own. No money is
set aside for this project.
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Timeline
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